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In our presentation of the symmetry we took great pains to show that it really is a symmetry
of QED. In the comment a simplistic argument is presented in free QED (which is, after all, a
trivial theory without interaction or charges and which hence lacks the above superselection
sectors) to claim that our symmetry is no more than a \a non-local version of standard
BRST". No matter what the merits of these arguments are for the free theory, this is
manifestly not true for the interacting theory. The comment exemplies the dangers of
formal manipulations of path integrals in non-trivial theories like the full version of QED.
On a lesser note, we point out that Tang and Finkelstein's work
[4]
is not a covariant version
of our symmetry; as far as we are aware this has also never been suggested by those authors.
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